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Agenda

• Genealogy ~ What is it and Why bother?

• Census Records

• Family History ~ What’s the difference?

• The Big Picture

• Software: the “power tools” of  genealogy research

• Reference info



Genealogy: What is it?

• Greek meaning “The knowledge of  generations”

• The study of  family history using Primary Sources such as 
Census Records, City Directories, Birth & Death Certificates

• Something certified, witnessed, documented

Genealogy
• Bare bones – just the facts
• Names, dates, places

...but eventually leads us to 
understand lifestyles, historical 
context, biographies, motivations and 
migrations of  our people



Census Fact & Gaps

• USA census data is released 72 years after the census

• USA census collection: 1790-1940

• 1890 census lost in a fire

• Canada census collection: 1851-1911

• UK census collection: 1841-1911

• People can “disappear” for years or decades for various reasons

• Many countries’ census data has yet to be computerized



Family History
• The study of  your family through:

• Oral histories

• Historical books

• Family lore

• Personal knowledge

• Family history makes Genealogy come to life

• The facts plus...stories, recipes, songs, customs, hardships & 
struggles, hopes of  generations past

• This is where you paint the picture of  your life & your family



Why Become the
Family Historian?

• A Portable & relatively 
inexpensive hobby

• Consider it a gift for future 
generations

• You may feel responsible to 
tell what you know or learn

• Continual learning

• Find out where your family 
fits in history

• Binds you to family

• Connects you to ancestors

• Preserves family lore & 
traditions

• Intellectually stimulating, 
enriches your life

• Often fascinating!



A Family Historian

• Finds names, dates and places

• Paints a picture of  life

• Connects with others who share                            
the same research goals

• Writes the family story

• Visits the places they lived

• Shares all of  that with other family members



The “Big Picture”

Research
Organize

Collaborate
Write
Visit



Ancestry.com

• Ancestry.com – your ‘go-to’ place!

• Worlds largest online Family History resource

• Subscription

• 14 day free trial

• Monthly subscription $23mo US/ $35 World

• Annual subscription $13mo US/  $25 World

• 3 Easy Steps

• Enter what you know into a New Family Tree

• Click on hints or search record collections, starting with the 
1940 Census

• Explore and Share



Ancestry US/World



• From the Home Page pull down the Family Tree 
menu 

• Choose Start a New Tree

• Start with yourself  and enter all you know

• Input your parents particulars

• Wait for the tree to form

• Click on the Hints and off  you go!

Start Here



Ancestry Leaves

• Hover over someone in your                                                 
tree and a card will appear

• Click on the hints

• Follow each hint and be sure it is really your 
relative before accepting the hint

• From here you can View Original Record with 
just one click



Ancestry Hints
• Stories, Public Trees, Public Records

• Census, City Directories, Birth, Marriage, Death, 
Military, newspapers, passenger lists



• See Birth and Death Dates and Places

• From here you can view the Profile of  the selected 
person

• You can Add a photo on their profile page

• Do a quick Edit

• Search Records

• View her family tree

• Add a relative

Ancestry Profile Card



Ancestry Home Page



Ancestry Pedigree 
Chart



Ancestry Search



Ancestry Learning



Ancestry Tree Pages



Ancestry / dna results



• Access to Census Records: US, UK, Canada and 
more

• Access to Military records: Revolutionary       
War, Civil War, WW1, WW2, etc.

• Communication with other researchers              & 
their findings

• Extensive Census Records and               
Newspaper Archives

All that Ancestry.com 
has to Offer



What you might learn



Search on Ancestry

• Start with Census records but make sure to use the 
Card Catalogue! 

• Look for names, dates, places

• Birth, baptism, military, addresses, marriage, 
immigration, children, careers, death

• Consider looking for grave sites 



Family Tree Maker

• An app that is fully integrated with Ancestry.com

• Easy to use

• Download FamilyTreeMaker.com for about $70

• Once you have the data harvested from Ancestry.com, you use 
FamilyTreeMaker to organize, share, document and run reports

• Work offline or online

• Watch and/or read the tutorial



Family Tree Maker 
Family Page



Family Tree Maker
Person Page



Family Search

• Free!

• Owned and operated by the Church of  the Latter 
Day Saints

• Research your relatives on line 



What Else Can You Do?

• Scan your family photos and add your genealogy 
research to make a book to give to your family

• Write your stories for future generations

• Research more generations or study the history of  
a small village your family might have lived in or 
the ship they arrived in or their Ellis Island 
experience.  There is always more to learn

• Make sure to document your Descendants next!



Tips and Tricks
• Always use a woman’s Maiden Name

• If  you get stumped go to Ancestry.com Learning 
Center

• Go to YouTube.com and ask your question

• Always scroll all the way down on your websites

• When looking at a Census report, browse the 
records several pages in each direction looking for 
relatives

• Research using all the creativity and curiosity you 
can muster



Other Resources

• genealogy.com

• usgenweb.org

• familysearch.org

• searchforancestors.com

• cyndislist.com – list of  genealogy sites on the Internet

• genealogytipoftheday.blogspot.com

• youtube.com

• familyheirlooms.wordpress.com

• maps.familysearch.org

• genealogytools.com

• ellisisland.org



The End


